
    
      Skip to main content
    

    
  
      


    
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Home
	Content	Current
	Archive


	Info for	Authors
	Subscribers
	Institutions
	Advertisers


	About Us	About Us
	Editorial Board


	Connect	Feedback
	Help


	Alerts



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  	Other Publications	UWP





  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        User menu

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        Search

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Advanced search

  


  
  



  



  


  
  




  



    

  



  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Arctic Anthropology]  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
      
  	    
  
    
  
                
    
      	Other Publications	UWP




    

  


  



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Register
	Subscribe
	My alerts
	Log in
	 My Cart

  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  


  
  
    
  
        
            
        [image: Arctic Anthropology]      

                

          



  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced Search
  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
        
  
                
    
      	Home
	Content	Current
	Archive


	Info for	Authors
	Subscribers
	Institutions
	Advertisers


	About Us	About Us
	Editorial Board


	Connect	Feedback
	Help


	Alerts


    

  



  
                
    
      	 Follow uwp on Twitter
	 Visit uwp on Facebook

    

  


  



  

  
  
  	      

    
      
    
      
        
    
  
    
                        
  
                
    
      
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleArticles

  
      

  
      Japan’s World War II on Kiska Island: Previously Undocumented Features on the Vega Bay Coastline
  
    	Caroline Funk, Debra Corbett, Hans Harmsen and Steve Goranson

  
    	Arctic Anthropology,  May 2021,  57 (2) 149-166; DOI: https://doi.org/10.3368/aa.57.2.149 

  
  
  


Caroline Funk 
Caroline Funk, Department of Anthropology, University at Buffalo, 380 Academic Center, Ellicott Complex, Buffalo, NY 14261-0026

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site
	For correspondence: 
[email protected]


Debra Corbett 
Debra Corbett, Nanutset Heritage, 5100 Cordova St., Suite 202, Anchorage, AK 99503

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site
	For correspondence: 
[email protected]


Hans Harmsen 
Hans Harmsen, Greenland National Museum and Archives, Hans Egedesvej 8, Boks 145, 3900 Nuuk, Greenland;

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site
	For correspondence: 
[email protected]


Steve Goranson 
Steve Goranson, Independent Scholar, 5940 142nd Ave NW, Ramsey, MN 55303

	Find this author on Google Scholar
	Find this author on PubMed
	Search for this author on this site
	For correspondence: 
[email protected]




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    Abstract
The Japanese occupation of Kiska Island in the Western Aleutians was far more comprehensive than previously reported or archaeologically documented. Remarkably wellpreserved World War II Japanese military tunnels, entrenchments, structural remains, and communications networks are located throughout the southern coastal bays and coves of the island. These features were constructed in 1942–1943 by Imperial Japanese Army and Imperial Japanese Navy troops stationed on Kiska during the Aleutian Operation. The features and their associated material assemblages provide an opportunity to expand interpretations of the human landscape of war in the western Aleutians through first-phase archaeological descriptions enriched by information from historical documents.
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