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    Abstract
Inspired by ethnographic analogies and interpretations of late Dorset symbolic representations an attempt is made to understand the material evidence concerning spiritual worlds and cosmology of the earliest human societies of the eastern Arctic, designated “early Arctic Small Tool tradition” (early ASTt) by archaeologists. Excellently preserved archaeological finds from two permanently frozen Saqqaq sites (ca. 2400–900 B.C.) in Disco Bay, West Greenland, form the starting point of the analyses, and comparative materials from Pre-Dorset and Independence I sites in Canada are included. Analyses of technology and design suggest that the material culture of the early ASTt acted as a constant reminder of strict cultural norms within which these geographically widespread and mobile pioneering people operated. This homogenous materiality ensured cultural and social coherence in a pioneering society, which constantly was on the move into unknown and uncertain landscapes. Analyses of decorated objects, possible amulets, and fragments of drums—the earliest in the Arctic—suggest that the early ASTt material culture was an integral part of an animistic cosmology.




  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
  
      
      
          Arctic Anthropology      
      
        	Vol. 49, Issue 2 19 Sep 2012 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Table of Contents (PDF)
	Index by author




      





  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for your interest in spreading the word on Arctic Anthropology.
NOTE: We only request your email address so that the person you are recommending the page to knows that you wanted them to see it, and that it is not junk mail. We do not capture any email address.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 The Backbone of the Saqqaq Culture: A Study of the Nonmaterial Dimensions of the Early Arctic Small Tool Tradition



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has sent you a message from Arctic Anthropology



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would like to see the Arctic Anthropology web site.



  Your Personal Message 
 











  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
  
  
      The Backbone of the Saqqaq Culture: A Study of the Nonmaterial Dimensions of the Early Arctic Small Tool Tradition
  
    	Bjarne Grønnow

  
    	Arctic Anthropology Sep 2012, 49 (2) 58-71; DOI: 10.1353/arc.2012.0024 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
  
  
      The Backbone of the Saqqaq Culture: A Study of the Nonmaterial Dimensions of the Early Arctic Small Tool Tradition
  
    	Bjarne Grønnow

  
    	Arctic Anthropology Sep 2012, 49 (2) 58-71; DOI: 10.1353/arc.2012.0024 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Digg logo] [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Bookmark this article
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 



   Remember my user name & password. 










  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	References
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles
	No related articles found.



	Google Scholar




 Cited By...
	Regional Variation in Thule and Colonial Caribou Hunting in West Greenland




	Google Scholar



 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      An Examination of Indigenous Halibut Fishing Technology on the Northwest Coast of North America  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Traditional Aboriginal and Inuit Judicial Proceedings  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      Breastfeeding in Late Medieval to Early Modern Iin Hamina, Finland, According to δ13C and δ15N Analyses of Archaeological Dentin  
  
  
  
  






Show more Articles

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    



  


  
  



  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: UWP]  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    © 2024 Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System

  




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    [image: Powered by HighWire]  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      









  